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About 160,000 Hamilton County residents -- one out of 
every five -- are affected by mental illness each year. 
Most will receive treatment from private sources. But 
many citizens have nowhere to turn. That’s why the 
Mental Health Levy is so important. It provides 
counseling to troubled teens and children in our 

schools. It also funds clinical treatment, housing and job training for 
severely mentally disabled adults, helping them to lead more self-
sufficient, productive lives in their communities.  
 

THE FACTS 
Over 40,000 adults and children benefited in 2006 from mental health services funded 
by the Hamilton County Mental Health & Recovery Services Board: 

 
o 11,705 adults and 6,509 children benefited from a range of services 

including more traditional mental health services such as counseling, case 
management and medication monitoring, as well as specialized services 
that serve to further facilitate an individual's reintegration into a 
meaningful role in society.  

o 8,072 Individuals received emergency care 
o 13,834 Individuals received crisis services 

 
Funding for these services in Fiscal Year 2006 (FY) came from the following sources: 
 

o Hamilton County Mental Health Levy    $33,190,847 (40%) 
o State of Ohio  $21,805,463 (26%) 
o Federal Government/Medicaid $25,882,215 (31%) 
o Other  $2,247,313 (3%) 

 
 Levy funds are used by the Hamilton County Mental Health & Recovery Services Board 

to purchase specific mental health services from over 40 community-based agencies. 
The Mental Health & Recovery Services Board monitors contract compliance and 
ensures quality control. 

 
 Mental Health & Recovery Services Board costs for administration were just 5% in FY 

2006. The administrative efficiencies achieved through October’s merger of the 
Mental Health and Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services Board will permit 
approximately $800,000 to go directly towards services each year. 

 
 95% ($79.7 million) of the Board’s FY 2006 budget funded services for children and 

for adults with severe mental disabilities  
 

 The Board’s primary focus is to provide services to adults with severe mental 
disabilities and children. 
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Services provided by the Mental Health & Recovery Services Board with 
funding from the levy include: 
 

 Community Support Services: Rehabilitation, case management and related support 
services to 9,674 adults and children with disabling or serious emotional impairment. 

 
 Crisis Response Calls: During the past year, Board funded providers responded to 

nearly 16,000 crisis calls. 
 

 Crisis Services: A crisis intervention system responds when people feel overwhelmed 
or distressed by mental and need more than a phone call or outreach, which includes 
crisis stabilization centers for both children and adults. 

 
 Hospitalization: The board contracts with community hospitals for individuals 

needing a highly structured, safe and secure environment.  
 

 Counseling: 8,617 individuals received individual counseling and 1,312 individuals 
were involved in group counseling. 

 
 Housing/Residential: A range of affordable living environments to suit individual 

treatment needs, including long-term and emergency accommodations. The board 
provides funding to 61 family-style care homes serving 400 adults. Additionally, the 
board provides housing to over 400 individuals in 88 buildings in neighborhoods 
throughout the county. 

 
 Consumer-Driven Services: The Recovery Center of Hamilton County provides an 

opportunity for continued growth and recovery for individuals through self-
help/support groups, educational and vocational activities and community outreach 
and integration efforts. There are additional services throughout the county such as 
Warmline, which provides individuals with information and support 24 hours a day, 
and the Mighty Vine Wellness Club, a consumer operated business that provides 
exercise and wellness activities for it’s members.  

 
 Vocational Services: In the past year 439 individuals were enrolled in the Board 

funded job training, coaching and placement programs-a key to independent living. 
 

 Assessments/Evaluations: Diagnostic screening of seniors entering nursing homes. 
Diagnostic assessment for acute mental illness in adults and children through 
Psychiatric Emergency Services and the Mental Health Access Point. 

 
 Prevention & Education: During the past year, agencies funded by the Board 

provided over 8,000 hours of prevention and education activities. These activities 
included support groups for victims of violence and abuse, and consultation and 
training for professionals, volunteers, single parents, etc. Additionally, Board funded 
agencies provide evaluations for preschoolers through Childreach, and on-site 
counseling through the Interagency School Crisis Team. 

 
 Mental Health Access Point: Operating 24 hours a day; responded to over 39,000 

calls last year and granted authorization for 3,293 adults and children to receive 
inpatient or residential crisis stabilization or partial hospitalization and completed 
1,332 diagnostic assessments. 

 


